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of fashion is the weakness of the pedagogic flesh:
there are few more boring ways of spending time
than in listening to twenty hoys repeating a saying
lesson, but its educational value is so great that the
effort ought to be made more steadily. Perhaps
science will come to our aid and produce some
mechanical device by which boys can recite into a
dictaphone under the supervision of a drill ser-
geant, and the master can study the results at his
leisure.

It is partly ignorance and partly compassion for
my readers which makes me pass lightly over the
other modern languages which are commonly studied
in schools, German has great practical value for
every type of scholar, and has the further advantage
that our attempts to speak it do not seem (to us)
notably inferior in beauty to the results achieved
by the native, but I must add that he finds me,
at any rate, as difficult to understand as the French-
man.

I have no daim to speak of German literature, but
I cherish a sneaking conviction that Schiller is a
second-rate poet, and that the national admiration
for him betrays the leanness of the literary land.
But of course, apart from pure literature, German has
a very great deal to offer us. It offered us, in fact,
so much, and we swallowed it so readily, that before
the war we were in danger of suffering from intel-
lectual indigestion. Great as the knowledge of
Germans is on every subject I think their influence